
NCERT Solutions for Class 12 English Flamingo Poem 2 

Question 1. 
Tick the item which best answers the following: 

(a)“The tall girl with her head weighed down ” means The girl 
(i) is ill and exhausted
(ii) has her head bent with shame
(iii) has untidy hair
Answer:
(i) is ill and exhausted

(b) “The paper-seeming boy, with rat’s eyes “ means The boy is
(i) sly and secretive
(ii) thin, hungry, and weak
(iii) unpleasant looking
Answer:
(ii) thin, hungry, and weak

(c) “The stunted, unlucky heir of twisted bones ” means The boy
(i) has an inherited disability
(ii) was short and bony
Answer:
(i) has an inherited disability

(d) “His eyes live in a dream, of squirrel’s game, in tree room, Other than this ” means
The boy is
(i) full of hope about the future
(ii) mentally ill
(iii) distracted from the lesson
Answer:
(ii) mentally ill

(e) The children’s faces are compared to “rootless weeds ”
This means they
(i) are insecure
(ii) are ill-fed
(iii) are wasters
Answer:
(ii) are ill-fed
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Question 2. 
What do you think is the colour of “sour cream”? Why do you think the poet has used 
this expression to describe the classroom walls? 
Answer: 
The colour of “sour cream” is off-white or yellowish. The poet has used this expression 
to describe the classroom walls in order to underline the prevalent neglect. The dull 
colour and the suggested bitterness, echo the situation of the children. 

Question 3. 
The walls of the classroom are decorated with the pictures of Shakespeare, “buildings 
with domes”, “world maps”, and “beautiful valleys”. How do these contrast with the world 
of these children? 
Answer: 
The poet saw the lives of slum children as far removed from that which is represented in 
schoolbooks, maps, photographs of alpine valleys, pictures of buildings with domes and 
the bust of Shakespeare. The glories of the world filled the textbooks and their 
classroom walls but failed to liberate these children from the reality of their 
impoverished existence in the cramped waste of modem industrial towns. The pictures 
serve as a stark contrast to the lived reality of the children. 

Question 4. 
What does the poet want for the children of the slums? How can their lives be made to 
change? 
Answer: 
Stephen Spender, in this poem, questions the value of education in a slum. He 
appealed to the governors, teachers, inspectors and visitors to rescue the poor and 
oppressed from the “tomb” of class discrimination. The poet appeals to them to work 
towards the social and economic development of these children. 
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